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THE HEBREW STUDENT. 



HEBREW MANHOOD. 

A FRAGMENT. 
By Kbv. H. C. Mabib. 

In nothing is real manhood better seen than in 
right choice. 

This quality embraces many others. It embraces 
faith such as Abraham's, that staggers not at the 
promise of God but stands calmly, as he did on 
Mount Moriah, and with clear eye looks down on 
the ages and comprehends the grand unfolding of 
Messiah's kingdom. Without such a broad ex- 
tensive view of human affairs, how could he have 
risen to the grandeur of his choice to slay his 
son — even his only son Isaac, the child of promise, 
from whom the Messiah was to descend — rather 
than to doubt the truth or deny the authority, of 
what he knew to be the divine word ? 

This quality, of choosing great ultimate ends, 
those ends which determine character, embraces 
temperance and sobriety, even spirituality of life, 
it involves the subordination of all selfish, earthly 
and low appetites and passions to spiritual ends. 

How could Daniel have risen to such heights of 
character in the choice he made, if he had not first 
"purposed in his heart not to defile himself with 
the portion of the King's meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank"; and subsequently, to say to the 
bribing spirit of Belshazzar, "Let thv gifts be to 
thyself and thy rewards to another, yet I will read 
the writing unto the King and make known to him 
the interpretation ? " 

It costs something to make noble choices in life ; 
for they run counter to all the lower and more 
animal tendencies of our nature. It takes courage 
and fortitude — real bravery — negatively and posi- 
tively, to take such moral ground as our higher 
nature is capable of and as God calls us to occupy. 
It takes great fortitude and patience to submit to 
some things — more bravery than it does to fight 
them. See Job with calamities raining upon him 
— family swept away, flocks destroyed, friends ar- 
rayed against him and mocking him in an affecta 
tion of friendly interest, his body a nauseous, ulcer- 
ous mass ; and yet from the spirit of the afflicted 
man there arises no curse against God. His lips 
are a barred and bolted gate against ungodly mur- 
murs. I think he is the greatest hero in the ancient 
world. Your Caesars, and Pompeys ,and Hannibals, 
and Alexanders are a band of red-handed cravens 
beside this one pure, brave spirit who sings from 
out his living sepulchre, " Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust Him." Then see those three young 
men in Babylon, who, upon the plain of Dura, be- 
fore the flashing glory of Nebuchadnezzar's idol 
dare to stand alone under the fiery, jealous scrutiny 
of a whole kingdom, and see their way leading di- 
rectly to the open door, of a gleaming sevenfold 
heated furnace, rather than deny the God of Israel. 

Surely no man can surmount the summit of their 
moral choice, without courage sublime enough to 
bring wondering angels from the seventh heaven to 
behold the sight and the Sou of God, from the 
throne of the Eternal to share with them their 
furnace throne and make of the very crackling 



flames the gleaming robes of their coronation day. 

Talk of manhood ! What is this of which men 
become possessed when they are able to subordi- 
nate all the powers of the lower nature and all the 
fury of the elements, all the vengeance of 
heathen princes and all the jealous rage of Satanic 
opposers, and put it all under their feet, and thus 
posited calmly rise into the very companionship of 
the Son of God. The moral altitude of such men 
is grander than that of the angel whom John saw 
in the apocalypse, who "stood upon the sea and 
upon the earth and lifted his hand to heaven and 
swore by Him, that liveth forever and ever, that 
there should be time no longer;" and yet the Old 
Testament — the book which some wise souls fancy 
they have outgrown, — abounds in its instances of 
men who have subordinated everything, even life 
itself, that they might rise to the grandeur of such 
a choice. There is Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, 
and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, 
and Moses, and Joshua, and Gideon, and Barak, 
and Samuel, and David, and Elijah with his seven 
thousand companions who did not bow the knee to 
Baal, and multitudes of whom, in that ancient time, 
they were the mere representatives, "who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens; " these all ' ' obtained a good 
report through faith." 

They are simply our elder brethren in the same 
great fight, our companions before whom was put 
the same moral option, of gaining this world or 
the world to come. 



Hindoo Version of a Virtuous Woman. 

[C(. Proverbs, XXXI, 10-31.] 

" A woman who always acts according to her husband's 

pleasure, 
And speaks no ill of any person, 
And who can herself do all such thhgs as are proper for 

a woman, 
And who is of good principles, 
And who bears a son, 

And who rises from sleep before her husband ; 
Such a woman is found only by much, and many, relig- 
ious works. 
A woman who is of good disposition, 
And who puts on her jewels and clothes with decorum : 
Whenever the husband is cheerful, the wife also is 

cheerful ; 
And if the husband be sorrowful, the wife also is sorrowful; 
And whenever the husband undertakes a journey, the 

wife puts on a careless dress and lays aside her 

jewels, and other ornaments ; 
And abuses no person ; 
And will not expend a single dam (about fd.) without 

her husband's consent ; 
And takes care of the household goods ; 
And at the time of worship, performs her worship to the 

Deity in a proper manner ; 
And goes not out of the house ; 
And is not unchaste ; 
And makes no quarrels or disturbances ; 
And has no greedy passions ; 
Aud is always employed in some good work ; 
And pays a proper respect to all persons ; 
Such is a good woman. 



